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UNCORDIA HIGH 


presents the 


“GOLDEN ANNIVERS 
| MILITARY 


Ca aie 


Sten Soy Public Library 
) Webster 


PO Box 2270 
Fort Wayne, IN 46801-2270 


g when an organization comes to 

a milestone in its history that one pauses and 

looks back over past accomplishments. The 

_ Concordia Military Department has reached 
such a point tonight. In keeping with this idea, 


this Golden Anniversary Military Tournament 


| program was arranged and brief history of the 
_ department was compiled. It is hoped that this 


ae booklet will give added enjoyment for you at 


this history making event. 


Cadet Captain Ken Bredemeier 


A BRIEF HISTORY 
CONCORDIA MILITARY DEPARTMENT 


The Concordia Military Tournament is celebrat- 
ing its 50th Anniversary this year; however, when 
one looks at the history of the department, a per- 
son must.go back a total of 57 years to 1906, the 
year the Concordia Military Department had its 
origin. 


In 1906 only three Indiana schools had the privi- 
lege of military training and the services of U.S. 
Army regulations, they did not qualify for govern- 
ment participation in the program. 


President Martin Luecke of Concordia College in 
Fort Wayne heard of the situation and made appli- 
cation for a military department and an Army 
Officer at his school. 


The purpose of the establishment of the depart- 
ment at this time was chiefly to give the students 
systematic physical education. The old "Turn- 
unterricht, '' (gymnastic instruction) which at one 
time seemed to have occupied a fairly prominent 
place at the school had completely disappeared. 
Whether a student exercised or not depended 
largely on the individual. Of course the usual 
traits of neatness, promptness, orderliness, and 
courtesy, that go with a military program, were 
not forgotten by any means. | 


After securing the approval of the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod, negotiations were undertaken to 


obtain the services of Capt. Ivers Leonard, U.S. 
Army, to be the school's first commandant. A 


eal 


native of Fort Wayne, Capt. Leonard was highly 
recommended to the school. 


On May 14 of the same year Capt. Leonard met 
with the faculty and the Board of Control of the 
college and discussed matters pertaining to uni- 
forms and the schedule of military instruction. 
Senator Albert J. Beveridge of Indiana used his 
influence and Capt. Leonard was officially ap- 
pointed the school's first Commandant. In Sep- 
tember, 1906, he took full charge of military 
operations at Concordia. 


The student body as a 
whole was not overly 
enthusiastic at first over 
the new requirement at 
the school. Many feared 
that cherished liberties 
would soon be gone. It 
was hard to learn that. 
ten o'clock didn't mean 
ten-thirty, that beds had 
to be made at a certain 
time each day, floors had 
to be swept, and desks and 
chairs were to be kept 
completely dustless when- 
ever the officer-of-the-day 
came around to inspect the 


CAPT. IVERS LEONARD quarters. But the patient, 
(First Concordia Comman- yet firm administration of 
dant ) Capt. Leonard soon gained 


the admiration and respect of all students. He organ- 
ized the department so thoroughly that fundamentally 
the department remained the same until 1959 when 
the college portion of the military department was 
dropped. 


Si ae 


Capt. Leonard was relieved of his duties in 1910 
when the War Department decided that his services 
were needed more in the Cuban expedition than 
Concordia needed a Commandant. Capt. C. Reese 
was appointed as his successor. School officials 
were more than pleased with the new Commandant 
since he was a member of St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church and also a graduate of Concordia College. 
He continued the work of the military department 
along the same program set up by his predecessor. 
He was the Commandant from 1910 to 1913. 


First Lietenant L. Purcell, the next Concordia 

Commandant, served the school only a few months, 
as he was called to active duty on the Mexican bor- 
der. 


A change in the regulations 
governing military training 
at schools made it impos- 
sible for an institution like 
Concordia to obtain the ser- 
vices of a commissioned 
officer of the regular army. 
At this time Capt. George 
Byroade, Retired, but still 
in the prime of his life, was 
chosen to head the military 
operation of the Fort Wayne 
school. It is this Comman- 
dant who inaugurated the 


annual military tournament 

which has continued uninter- CAPT. GEORGE L. BYROADE 

(Inaugurated Military 
Tourney ) 


rupted to the present day. 

For many years the tourna- 
ment was presented during commencement week; 
this was during the time that the college and high 
school units were under the same administration. 


When the United States became involved in the con- 
flicts of World War I, Capt. Byroade was returned 
to active duty. Because of the needs of the war, the 
department was left without a Commandant. The 
department, however, had been so well organized 
that student officers were able to guide the fortunes 
without much difficulty. When the hostilities in 
Europe ceased, Sergeant Harry Small guided the 
cadet battalion for seven years until 1926. At this 
time Warrant Officer Clarence Mitchell took over. 


CALISTHENICS (Fun in the morning) 


te 


Mr. Mitchell, a forceful 
and determined individual, 
turned out to be a capable 
Commandant. Students 
probably best remember 
him for the inauguration 
of pre-breakfast calisthen- 
ics. While the weather 
remained favorable in the 
fall and again in the spring, 
the companies were daily 
put through a strenuous 
15-minute period of setting - 
up exercises from 6:15 to 
6:30 a.m. For a while the 
band was even sent out to 
lead the exercises, but so 


vocal were the complaints WARRANT OFFICER 
of the people living in the CLARENCE MITTCHELL 
area that this feature was (Initiated Calisthenics) 


dropped. 


In 1932 Mr. Mitchell was ordered to report to 
Panama for active duty and was then succeeded by 
Warrant Officer Edward F. Gallagher. While Mr. 
Mitchell was considered to be stern, Mr. Gallagher 
was a perfect gentleman. His was a good example 
of Christian life. He was especially well liked be- 
cause he soon helped out in other fields at the school 
besides those pertaining only with military. Mr. 
Gallagher stated many times that although he had 
traveled widely, his stay at Concordia was the most 
enjoyable of all. 


Lieutenant Paul Foster took over the command in 
1938 as one of the youngest Commandants in Con- 


cordia's history at the age of 27. It was during his 
command that the centennial of Concordia College 


a, 


was celebrated in 1939. This centennial celebra- 
tion required many public appearances for the de- 
partment. 


During World War II, as in the previous world en- 
counter, the Army returned most able-bodied re- 
tired officers to active duty. Sgt. Leo Laier took 
over the Commandant's post. With his coming to 
Concordia, a new rank came into being, that of 
cadet lieutenant colonel. The cadet holding this 
position was the highest ranking officer of the bat- 
talion. Prior to this time, the highest cadet rank 
had been that of major. The cadet major now be- 
came an executive officer. 


Sgt. Charles Kennedy succeeded Sgt. Laier in 1944. 
He left the Concordia post in 1947. It was at this 
time that the government pulled out of the military 
school program even further. Schools like Concor- 
dia were now required to appoint their own Comman- 
dant. For the following school year of 1947-48 Con- 
cordia had the services of Major Wilfred Schnedler, 
executive secretary of the Lutheran High School 
Association. He was assisted by Lt. Col. Edwin 
Knake, Major Stanley Meyers, and First Lieutenant 
Charles Taylor. All four officers served Concordia 
only on a part-time basis. 


It was the vollowing year that Capt. Edgar Oetting 
took over the command at Concordia. Capt. Oetting 
served Concordia until 1953. During 1951 and 1952 
First Lieutenant Gale Buuck of the Marine Corps 
also assisted Capt. Oetting. 


In the fall of 1953 Concordia again received a new 


Professor of Military Science, Capt. Ronald Ven- 
derly. Probably the most important event taking 


(Continued on page 12) 


A WORD FROM THE PRINCIPAL 


Concordia High School has included military train- 
ing in its academic program for many years. The 
program of instruction and training has a number 
of unique objectives which are not inherent in other 
high school courses. 


The Military training program includes such subjects 
as physical and leadership training, courtesies and 
customs of the service, military organization, drill 
and command, hygiene and first aid, weapons and 
marksmanship. 


We are happy to present again to the parents of our 
students and to our friends in the community the final 
program of the year, the annual military tournament. 


Herbert F. Birkman 
A WORD FROM THE P.M.S. 


Concordia's 50th Annual Military tournament climaxes 
the 1962-63 school year for the Military Department. 
The cadet program is recognized throughout the area 
as a traditional part of the school. 


The many civic and patriotic functions in which the 
cadets take part ideally serve the best interests of 
the school and community. 


Your cadets have maintained the standards necessary 
to bring to Concordia the distinctive recognition as a 
National Defense Cadet Corps Honor School. 


Lt. Col. John Van Oosten 
Professor of Military Science 


HERBERT F. BIRKMAN, PRINCIPAL 
LT. COL. JOHN VAN OOSTEN, P.M.S. 
LT. COL. TOM SCHOENHERR, BATTALION COMMANDER 


STAFF 


MAJOR DALE DETTMER 


CAPTAIN TOM RECK, S-1 
LT, DAVID SCHROEDER, ASST. S-1 


CAPTAIN KEN BREDEMEIER, S-2 
SGT. RUSS WIEGMAN, ASST. S-2 


MAJOR ORLANDO TRIER, S-3 
LT. MERV KOEHLINGER, ASST. S-3 


CAPTAIN FRED SCHMELING, S-4 
LT, DAVE VAN BURK, ASST. S-4 


LT. TOM HUNT 
SGT. MIKE MOMMER 
SGT. TOM GROTE 


COMPANY A 


CAPTAIN KEN HAUGK 
LT. DON HARTMAN 

LT. EARL HAMBROCK 
LT. DAVE AUMAN 

SGT. MIKE BULTEMEIER 


COMPANY C 


CAPTAIN BILL WESTERMAN 
LT. ARLAN BIRKMAN 

LT. BOB ZIMMERSCHIED 
LT. LARRY UETRECHT 
SGT. BILL NIEMEYER 


CONCORDIA HIGH SCHOOL BAND 
MR. RAY SIEVERT, DIRECTOR 


COMAPANY C 


CAPTAIN NORM DREYER 
LT. TOM BERGMAN 

LT. ERNEST BOEHME 
LT. TOM DIETEL 

SGT. DARROLD SHULER 


COMPANY D 


CAPTAIN ROGER KOEHLINGER 
LT. DENNIS WRAY 
LT. BILL MEYER 
LT. RON WALTER 
SGT. JIM BAUER 


CAPTAIN TOM RECK, MASTER OF CEREMONIES 


BATTALION ENTRANCE...cccceceecescceul. COL. TOM SCHOENHERR 
NATIONAL ANTHEM 
POSTING OF COLORS 


FRESHMAN DRILL TEAM......2.0eeeeeseMAJOR ORLANDO TRIER 
LT. MERV KOEHLINGER 


COMBAT DRILL ‘EAM. vaccia a’ nce oie else otto kibce TOM HUNT 
LT. DAVE AUMAN 


PRECISION DRILL TEAM.......eeee2eeCAPTAIN KEN HAUGK 
LT. TOM BERGMAN 


COMEDY DRILL TEAM.....2eceeeeeeeeeCAPTAIN BILL WESTERMAN 
LT. ERNEST BOEHME 


BEST SQUAD ELIMINATION.........e¢CAPTAIN ROGER KOEHLINGER 
LT. DON HARTMAN 
INTERMISS ION 
WALL PIES LNG S 5 diel, Cube oka souk oial oan ale oe COMPANIES AND STAFF 


VOCAL DRILL TEAM...c.ceccceccceecceebls. DENNIS WRAY 
LT. BOB ZIMMERSCHIED 


SNAP BQUBAD sicicts c.cies 0's 0) &ele-6 sw e-eeien san DALE DETTMER 
AWARDS AND PROMOTIONS.......++.2+-.L7. COL. JOHN VAN OOSTEN 
IN MEMORIAM... cccescscvccecccecceeeeCAPIAIN KEN BREDEMEIER 


BATTALION EXIT. ..ccccccccccccseccceut. COL. TOM SCHOENHERR 


Battalion 1938-39 


LSVULNOD V 


Battalion 1963 


€961T-SC6l 


bag ca 


place during his stay was the dropping of the man- 
datory requirement of four years of military educa- 
tion at Concordia. With the change, boys at CLHS 
were now only required to take two years of military, 
with the opportunity of either taking the last two years 
or dropping the course after the sophomore year. 


As Capt. Venderly was gone most of the 1960-61 
school year, Second Lieutenant James E. Diemer 
actually took charge of the department during most 
of that particular year. 


The academic year of 1961-62 saw Concordia receive 
its present Professor of Military Science, Lieutenant 
Colonel John Van Oosten. Colonel Van Oosten came 
to Concordia from the local Civil Defense group. 


From time to time the necessity and relevance of 
the military department to the school's objectives 
was challenged. Some of the objections were due 
to misunderstandings, occasional waves of feeling 
against anything military, lack of unified support 
from the faculty, ineffective leadership, and same 
abuses by the cadets themselves. After much dis- 
cussion, efforts were always made to improve the 
military program. 


One of the main objectives of the training and drill 
each year is the preparation for the annual U.S. Army 
Federal Inspection. At this time an Army officer in- 
spects the Concordia Battalion, including the cadets 
themselves, the military office, and the Concordia 
armory. At present Concordia's Battalion has been 
designated an "Honor Unit" for the last nine consecu- 
tive years. The gold star on the officers' dress uni- 
forms designates this fact. The inspection for the 
current school year was held on May 10, 1963. 


STACK-ARMS INSPECTION 
(1934's Federal Inspection) 


Throughout the fifty-seven years of Concordia mil- 
itary history, many extra-curricular activities of 
the school have been military in nature. Some of 
the alumni recall the sham battles in which they 
participated, even though they were all-night af- 
fairs. At times these were carried out in the vicin- 
ity of what is now Memorial Park. Still others re- 
member the thrills of serving on guard duty on the 
campus on Halloween eve when everyone was chal- 
lenged with bayonet fixed, especially members of 
the faculty. 


One of the most popular extra-curricular activities 
was added in 1926 when a rifle range was established 
in the basement at Crull Hall on the college campus. 
Some excellent marksmen were developed and a few 
of them won the highest award given by the National 
Rifle Association, namely that of "distinguished 


= j4-a 


rifleman''. Concordia from that time to the present 
has competed against representative rifle teams from 
other schools and organizations. 


The military band was for a long period of time a 
part of the military department. Past history shows 
that the band even had its own commander with the 
rank of captain. Its beating of cadence was a famil- 
iar sound along Maumee Avenue and on the athletic 
field for many years. In the past decade the band 
became part of the high school instrumental music 
department and is no longer a military unit. 


Drill teams are a part of any military unit. One of 
Concordia's most famous groups has been the Snap 
Sguad. From past records it cannot be exactly deter- 
mined when the Snap Squad was first organized. It 
can, however, be traced back to the 1940's. The 
Snap Squad still functions today, and its performance 
at parades and at halftimes of sporting events have 
for many a year been a pleasure to watch. 


Other drill teams have also performed at Concordia. 
At present, there is a freshmen drill team demon- 
strating the basic fundamental movements taught in 
first year military. The precision drill team dem- 
onstrates intricate marching movements as well as 
various rifle movements with the cal .30 M-1 rifle. 
Comedy, officers; combat, and musical drill teams 
have been formed from time to time, although they 
have not attained the stature of the first two men- 
tioned. 


As of recent years the cadet officers have their own 
club. Besides planning the activities of the battalion, 
the officers have various social events. The main 
event of the club is the annual Officers' Banquet 

held in the spring for the officers and their dates. 


a So 


Promotions, of course, are 
a part of any military pro- 
gram. When the military 
department was a part of 
the college, officers were 
chosen on the basis of 
merit from the college 
classes. At this time the 
highest rank achievable 
was that of cadet major. 
Next in rank were cadet 
captains commanding com - 
panies or holding staff posi- 
tions. Since 1940 the cadet 
lieutenant colonel has been 
in charge of the Concordia 
battalion. For a few years 
there were two dated maj- LT, COL. JOHN VAN OOSTEN 
ors under him. Then for (Present Concordia P.M.S) 
the past decade only one. 

cadet major was appointed. However, in 1961 when 
Lt. Col. John van Oosten took over as P.M.S., the 
system of two majors was again established. At 
present, one major, the executive officer of the 
battalion, is the immediate assistant of the battalion 
commander in carrying out the department orders. 
The other major, designated as the Battalion S-3, 

is directly concerned with the training of the freshmen 
cadets. 


Cadet captains are the company commanders and 
those who hold three staff positions, S-1, (clerical 
and administrative work); S-2, (publicity for the 
battalion); and the S-4, (armory and supplies for the 
battalion). Since 1961 lst Lieutenants have hald the 
positions of company executive officers. They are 
mainly responsible for company reports of each bat- 
talion period. Second Lieutenants are commonly 


LY a 


known.as platoon leaders. Two platoons make upa 
company and thus there are eight platoon leaders 

in the four-company Concordia battalion. lLieuten- 
ants of both grades often are assistant staff mem- 
bers as well. First Sergeants are company ser- 
geants. A Sergeant First Class is usually a platoon 
sergeant. Staff Sergeants are squad leaders; while 
corporals and cadets, with the rank of private first 
class, are often assistant squad leaders. All other 
cadets form the ranks of the companies or work in 
the battalion armory. 


As mentioned previously, the military tournament 
was inaugurated under the direction of Capt. George 
Byroade, in 1914. Until the past decade the annual 
event was held in the old Concordia College Gymna- 
sium. With the building of the Allen County War 
Memorial Coliseum, the event was moved to this 
building because of its larger seating capacity. 
Throughout the years the tournaments have included 
many events, some of which are still popular fifty 
years later in 1963. In the past, tournaments have 
consisted of full-dress parades, fancy drills, com- 
petitive drills, wall scaling exhibitions, first aid, 
equipment races, comedy drill, musical drill groups, 
combat situation demonstrations, and the climax of 
every year's tournament--the announcement by the 
Commandant of the next year's cadet officers. 


Though changes have come many times to the Con- 
cordia Military Department, in the way of dress, 
new Commandants or instruction, one event has 
withstood the test of time: this is the Concordia. 
Military Tournament, which this year is celebrat- 
ing its 50th or Golden Anniversary. 

CLIPPINGS 
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